
Friday 17.9.21 

 

Dear parent or carer,  

I hope my message finds you well.  

Following the government’s announcement that a COVID vaccine will be offered to children aged 12-15 in schools, I 

have outlined below the main things to know at this stage. 

The benefits of having the jab 

The country’s chief medical officers have recommended that children aged 12 to 15 are offered one dose of a COVID 

vaccine. 

They believe a single dose will significantly reduce the chance of a young person getting the virus and passing it on, 

helping to reduce disruption in schools. These vaccines could prevent up to 30,000 infections, saving 110,000 days 

of missed face-to-face schooling. 

Children with health conditions are already being offered the vaccine, and many countries including the US, France, 

Spain, Italy and the Netherlands are already offering COVID vaccines to children aged 12 and over. 

How will it work? 

Children will be offered a single dose of the Pfizer jab in school. 

Like all school-based vaccination programmes, the vaccines will be given by experienced healthcare staff including 

nurses who are part of the local School Age Immunisation Service (SAIS).  

The government has stressed the vaccine is an offer to children and is not mandatory, and parents will 

be asked to give consent. 

How will the consent process work?  

Consent will be sought by the SAIS from a parent or carer in the same way as any other school vaccination 

programme. We as an academy are not involved in this process. 

Like all other school-based vaccination programmes in secondary schools, some older children may be considered 

mature enough to provide their own consent. In all cases, the SAIS will make every effort to contact parents 

beforehand. 

When will the vaccination programme start?  

We are working with our local SAIS team to agree a date. Until then, if you like would more information about the 

vaccine, the NHS has produced a useful fact sheet here. 

We will be in touch with updates as we have them.  

Best wishes,  
 

 

Rachael Hallam 

Headteacher 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1017171/PHE_12073_COVID-19_guide_for_all_CYP.pdf

