
 

 

13th July 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We’ve made it to the end of the academic year and I want to start by saying a huge thank you for all of your 

support, in what has been an extremely difficult year for education! Nevertheless, working together we have 

made it through and ensured that our children have had an excellent year, despite the circumstances 

surrounding Covid-19 and the pandemic.  

There have been some fantastic achievements this year and I am extremely proud of every student and member 

of staff. Whilst we haven’t been able to run our usual trips and visits or have external companies on site, we 

are immensley proud of the way our students have adapted and coped with the changes to curriculums, 

lockdown, online learning and everything in between. 

We are hopeful that the changes made by the Government on 19th July will mean that we will be able to operate 

normally in September, with students being able to have access to all aspects of the building, including the PE 

changing rooms, music and art rooms and science and food labs. We know lots of students have missed these 

aspects of school life.  

Uniform Updates: 

We have been working with our uniform supplier, Top Form, and are pleased to announce that from September, 

we will have our own uniform shop on site. This will mean that you can ‘click and collect’ new uniform directly 

from us. Further details will be sent out about this from Miss Quinn. This should mean a discount on the uniform 

and less travelling for families to get uniform from the shop itself. Payment will have to be made via your Parent 

Pay account and you will receive the items once payment has been confirmed. Hopefully, this will make life a 

little easier for you. 

There are no changes to the uniform policy this year and our high standards and expectations will continue for 

next academic year. ALL students should now attend in their full Academy uniform every day not their PE kit. 

This should be brought separately for getting changed in and out of on site on PE days. Students who do not 

have the correct uniform will receive a sanction, unless we have received a note from yourselves explaining the 

reason for not having uniform. 

Please remember, we DO NOT allow trainers as footwear; only black, leather shoes are acceptable.  

Skirts SHOULD NOT be pencil/body con in style. They should be box-pleat only, as per the uniform policy. 

If you are purchasing additional uniform for September and would like to donate your old uniform, please do 

so. We will wash and dry it so that it can be given to families who are less fortunate. 

Parent Pay: 

As you know, we no longer accept any cash on site for lunch payments, trips or visits, uniform etc. All funds 

payable to the Academy must go through Parent Pay. Setting up an account is free and simple, you simply need 

a code which you can get from your Head of Year or from main reception. If you need help or support with 

this, please let us know. 

 

 

 



Academy Day / Extra-Curricular Offer: 

Following our previous letter with the proposal for the Academy day 2021-22, we have slightly amended the 

end times following our consultation with staff and families. Please see revised times of the Academy day for 

2021-22. 

You will see that there is a slight change to the end of the Academy day for all year groups: 

Year 7 and Year 8 Years 9, 10 and 11 

Form Time 8.30am – 9.15am Form Time 8.45am – 9.15am 

Period 1 9.15am – 10.15am Period 1 9.15am – 10.15am 

Morning Break 10.15am – 10.30am Period 2 10.15am – 11.15am 

Period 2 10.30am – 11.30am Morning Break 11.15am – 11.30am 

Period 3 11.30am – 12.30pm Period 3 11.30am – 12.30pm 

Lunch 12.30pm – 1pm Period 4 12.30pm – 1.30pm 

Period 4 1pm – 2pm Lunch 1.30pm – 2.00pm 

Period 5 2pm – 3pm Period 5 2.00pm – 3.00pm 

Students leave at 3pm Form Time 3.00pm – 3.30pm 

 Students leave at 3.30pm 

 

At the end of each day, we will be offering a range of new and exciting clubs for all students to attend. Further 

details of these can be found on the Academy website and will be sent out via the parent app each day.  

With the earlier finish times, we would like all students to attend at least one extra-curricular club to support 

them and develop their skills and interests further. We hope that with the diverse range of clubs on offer, your 

child will be able to find something that they like. 

Your child simply needs to sign up to the club with the member of staff who is running it. The timetable is 

attached to this letter. 

Entrances and Exits: 

We feel that year groups having their own entrances and exits has really supported us this year and we are 

therefore going to continue this next year, with the following entrances for students: 

Year Group Entrance / Exit 

Year 7 Art / Tech / Science wing main door (entrance only) 

Year 8 Rear Agora doors (1st set) (entrance only) 

Year 9 Rear doors to the English / maths wing (Entrance and exit) 

Year 10 Rear Agora doors (2nd set) (Entance and exit) 

Year 11 New building (entrance and exit) 

 

Staff departures: 

I wanted to let you know about some staff who will be leaving us at the end of this week. Firstly, thank you to 

our temporary staff: Miss Begum from our reception team and Mr Connerton from maths, both staff will be 

leaving for pastures new.  

In addition, some of our teaching staff will be leaving us for new roles elsewhere; Miss Wallsworth from 

Geography, Miss Struthers from Art, Mr Barnes, our Director of KS3 and Miss Cavanagh, our Head of PE. We 

wish them all the best as they move on to new and exciting roles. 

We are fully staffed for September with some fantastic new appointments having been made.  



I made a promise to ensure that all staff in the building would be TOAN staff, last September and we have 

been able to keep this promise all year, having had no agency or supply staff on site this academic year. Not 

only has this saved money but it also means that the staff teaching our students are staff who are employed 

by us and who know our students, routines and habits to ensure consistency for everyone. 

We do not have long or short term supply or agency staff on site as I know, in the past, this has caused issues 

for students where they had numerous supply teachers across different subjects. I can confirm that it is my 

intention to continue this into next year. The only staff teaching your children will be Academy-employed staff, 

as we know that they are trained specialists who know our curriculum and our students.  

Parent Contact / SIMS App: 

As many of you are aware, our main form of contact now is through the SIMS Parent App. We will continue to 

utilise this next year as we know that this is the quickest and most simple way to get information out to you.  

If you have friends or relatives who have children at the Academy but do not have the SIMS App, please remind 

them to download it. We still have approximately 20% of parents who do not use the app and they are missing 

out on information about their child: attendance, clubs, detentions, achievement and behaviour points, the 

timetable etc.  

In addition, we also have a dedicated email address for all heads of year, heads of department, as well as the 

TOAN Enquiry email and a direct email address to the Headteacher. There are so many ways to get in touch 

with us but we still receive complaints that this is not the case! The SIMS Parent App is the only way to 

ensure you have all of the up to date information. 

Changes to COVID guidance: 

As you may be aware, the Government have announced new guidance from 16th August 2021. I will be writing 

to you separately with the latest update and this may come out at the start of the summer break. However, as 

an overview, the changes are: 

• Staff and students who are positive contacts no longer need to self-isolate 

• Social distancing will no longer be in place. This means that students can now access the PE changing 

facilities and we no longer have to operate in year group bubbles 

• We will be able to now hold larger gatherings, such as assemblies and indoor trips (for example at 

universities and colleges) 

• Face coverings and masks are no longer required but can be worn as a matter of personal choice 

• We are now able to resume trips and visits to destinations and have overnight stays. 

There is still some guidance that we do need to follow and we will ensure that this is still the case in 

September: 

• Students and staff will complete 2 x on site tests at the start of September before returning to the 

academy. We are working on a plan for this currently and our intention is to get all students tested on 

site by Friday 10th September. You will receive your invitation to send your child on site to do this and 

return home over the next week.  

• Students and staff will need to continue their home testing twice per week until the end of 

September. If your child tests positive, they MUST stay at home but any close contacts no longer 

need to self isolate. Therefore we will no longer have to send students home for this. 

• We will continue our extensive cleaning of the building and communal areas. 

• Ventilation of classrooms and offices will continue, so windows and doors will remain open to circulate 

the air around the building. 

As a parent whose own child has also had to self-isolate, I completely understand your frustrations in regards 

to the issues this has caused throughout this year. I hope that the changes being brought in will mean that 

our children can now continue their education, uninterrupted, in 2021-22.  



September Return: 

Our original return date in September was Wednesday 8th September, with the new measures we have to take 

in order to get all students tested on site, we have amended this slightly.  

If you have previously consented to Covid LFD testing, you will receive your time slot to come on site during 

week beginning 6th September 2021. We are aiming to have Year 7 tested and back with us by Wednesday 8th 

September so that they can have some time in the building without other students, as you know we were 

unable to run transition days and open evenings last year so many of them have never been inside TOAN. 

Following on from this, it will be Years 10 and 11 but these dates will be sent out to you in due course. 

ALL students will be back on site and in full-time education from Monday 13th September 2021 

at the times stated above. 

On behalf of all of our staff and from me personally, a huge thank you to everyone for your help, support, 

kindness and for going above and beyond in supporting you child with their learning at home and everything 

else you have done, it is very much appreciated! 

Wishing you a lovely summer break with your loved ones. We will see you all back in September, ready to start 

the new academic year. 

Best wishes, 

 

 

Rachael Hallam 

Headteacher 

 

 



Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday 

 

Mandala Drawing 
Year 7 - 9  

Eco - Club  
Year 7 - 9  

Classics Club 
Year 7 - 9  

Drama Club 
All Years  

 

Big Bang Club 
Year 7 - 9  

History book Club  
Year 7 - 8  

History book club 
Year 9 - 10   

 

Spanish Film Club  
All Year Groups 

Social justice and campaigning 
Year 7 - 9   

Creative Writing 
Year 7 - 9   

 

Hegarty Maths  
Year 7 - 9  

Pet Club 
Year 7 - 9 (Max 15 students) 

Reading Club 
Year 7 - 9   

 

STEM club 
7 - 9  

Cooking club 
Year 9  

Drama Club 
All Years   

 

Art club 
All Years  

Music club 
All Years  

Music club 
All Years   

     

     

     
Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday 

 

Boys Football 
Year 7 - 8  

AEN and WAR 

Mixed badminton 
Year 7 - 8  

WAR 

Boys Football 
Year 9 
SMS 

Table tennis 
all years 

KQU  

 

Girls Football  
Year 7 - 8  

AMA 

Girls netball 
Year 9  

AHA and JTR 

Girls Football 
Year 9 
ZSM 

Mixed dodgeball 
Year 7 and 8 

 DPA 

 

Boys Basketball  
Year 9  
AMA 

Boys Football 
Year 10 

AMA 

Mixed badminton 
Year 9 and 10 

WAR  

 

Girls netball 
Year 10  

AHA 

Girls Football 
All years 

AEN 

Boys dodgeball  
Year 7 - 8  

DPA  

 

Dance 
All Years 

ZSM 

Girls dodgeball 
 Year 7 - 8  

DPA 

Boxing Club  
All Years 

AMA  

     

     

     
Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday 

Art club 7 - 9 Art club 10 - 11 Drama club 7 - 8    

 Music club 7 - 8     
 


