
Thursday 27th May 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we move to the end of another term and into the final half term of this academic year, I wanted to 

let you know about some changes that we have made and will be making as we move forward.  

Attendance 

We continue to see the repercussions of Covid, including students with low and poor attendance. It is 

vital for students to be in the Academy building in order for them to become successful young 

adults when they leave us. When students are absent, they miss crucial information across subjects 

and the curriculum and their personal development is slowed. Research shows that students with less 

than 93% attendance achieve less well than their peers. Our aim for ALL students is AT LEAST 97% 

attendance.  

Kate Quinn, Senior Assistant Headteacher, has now taken responsibility for attendance and with the 

team she will be in contact with those families and students whose attendance needs to improve. Our 

attendance team work tirelessly making calls and undertaking home visits to ensure that students are 

safe and well but to also get students back into the building. One day off really does matter! 

Laptop Return 

As you know, we were very fortunate to receive some of the laptops distributed by the DfE through 

lockdown. Despite our best efforts, some laptops have still not been returned. We now need these back 

in the building so that they can be reconfigured and used by students in lessons. At present we have 

so many missing that we are unable to make a full class set for our GCSE students to use. If you have 

one of these laptops at home PLEASE return it so that we can use them with our students.  

If you have misplaced it or it is damaged, we still need to know. If we do not receive them after half 

term we will have no alternative but to send an invoice for them to be replaced.  

Year 10 Mock Exams 

Year 10 have returned with a great attitude to learning and progress and we want to make sure that 

they begin Year 11 ready to hit the ground running! We will be conducting mock exams to ensure we 

have the correct data to be able to fill gaps in their knowledge and understanding as they move into 

Year 11. Every student will receive an exam timetable for their exams which begin week commencing 

21st June 2021. All students have been given relevant revision materials, books and guides to assist 

with their revision. Please support your child with this vital work so that we can really make sure they 

are as successful as possible when they sit their GCSEs next summer. Students will find out the results 

from these mocks before the end of this academic year so that they can continue their studies over the 

summer, should they choose to. 
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Year 11 

Many other schools and academies have now allowed their Y11 cohorts to leave. At TOAN, we do not 

believe that this would be good for them. As we are now in the process of entering their Teacher 

Assessed Grades, the replacement for this year’s GCSEs, staff are now working to support students 

with a variety of opportunities that they may have missed owing to the lockdowns in their KS4 

education. Students are being given the opportunities to visit local colleges, supported to ensure they 

have all applied for their next steps and have the correct careers advice and guidance. We are also 

hosting A-level and post-16 taster classes in a variety of subjects to bridge the gap between their GCSEs 

and A-Level courses, as well as a range of well-being activities and sports. We really do believe that 

this is the right thing for them, rather than sitting at home for the next few weeks and into the summer 

break. We hope you will continue to encourage them to attend these sessions. For those who do attend 

throughout and continue to have high expectations of themselves, we have organised a final trip to 

Blackpool for them, paid in full by the Academy, to say farewell and thank you for their hard work. 

 
Academy Uniform 
 
We are looking to work with our uniform supplier to have a fully equipped uniform shop on site to 
support families who cannot get to the uniform shop and so that all students have full uniform and 
equipment.  
 
You may be aware that the government released guidance about  branded uniforms to makes sure 
parents are supported with cost and have a choice of where they can purchase uniform from. The only 
branded items that students need to have are: Blazer, tank top, tie and PE kit. The uniform shop does 
sell a branded skirt but we are happy for students to wear a black box-pleat skirt with no logo, 
should they choose to do so. These can be purchased from supermarkets and other shops along with 
shirts, trousers, shoes etc. 
 
You can order your uniform in advance for September, if you wish to do so. The details for this are 
below. We have been advised that owing to the pandemic and some other issues, uniform retailers 
across the country may struggle with supply for September – please ensure that you are mindful of this 
for organising your child’s uniform in advance. Details about ordering our on-site shop will be sent out 
when this is set up, payments for this and all other monies in the building, will be taken via Parent Pay. 
Uniform details can be found on our website or by visiting https://www.topform-
schoolwear.com/c/735/Oldham-Academy-North 
 

Academy Day 2021-22 

As we move towards September and hopefully a sense of normality in school, we are making some 

slight changes to the academy day. There are some aspects of the ‘bubbles’ that have really worked 

for us, including the staggered starts and ends to the day. With this in mind, we are looking to keep 

these in place for September but with a few changes, as below. Obviously, all of our plans for September 

are subject to Government guidance and the re-opening roadmap. Should everything proceed as 

planned, we wanted to give you advance notice of these changes.  

Further details about entrances / exits and any further guidance changes to PE changing facilities, 

masks, social distancing, breakfast clubs etc will be sent out in due course, as and when we are 

updated.  
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The new academy day is as below. If you have any feedback on this, we are happy to receive it, please 

email TOAN.Enquiry@E-ACT.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the academy day, we are also looking to change our INSET days for next academic year 

in order to support Eid. We have planned in two INSET days where Eid may fall in May and July in 

order to support families. These dates will be fluid and will be confirmed when we know which dates 

Eid will fall on. This will ensure that our students maintain attendance and hopefully will support families 

more.  

Planned INSET days can be located on the Academy website but for 2021-22 are as follows: 

Monday 6th September 2021 
Tuesday 7th September 2021 
Monday 1st November 2021 
Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Years 7 and 8 Year 9, 10 and 11 

Form Time 

08.30 – 09.30 

Form Time 

09.00 – 09.30 

Period 1 

09.30 – 10.30 

Period 1 

09.30 – 10.30 

Break 

10.30 – 10.45 

Period 2 

10.30 – 11.30 

Period 2 

10.45 – 11.45 

Break 

11.30 – 11.45 

Period 3 

11.45 – 12.45 

Period 3 

11.45 – 12.45 

Lunch 

12.45 – 13.15 

Period 4 

12.45 – 13.45 

Period 4 

13.15 – 14.15 

Lunch 

13.45 – 14.15 

Period 5 

14.15 – 15.15 

Period 5 

14.15 – 15.15 

 
Period 6 

15.15 – 15.45 

mailto:TOAN.Enquiry@E-ACT.org.uk
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Monday 28th February 2022 
Tuesday 4th May 2022 (subject to change) 
Monday 11th July 2022 (subject to change) 
 
 
Covid Testing 
 
As you know the Government still require staff and students to undertake Covid LFD tests twice weekly 
until further notice. Please continue to test through the half term break and send the results through 
to Testing.TOAN@E-ACT.org.uk  
I would be grateful if you could ensure that your child is tested on Sunday 6th June 2021 with any 
positive test results sent to the testing team. This will help us to ensure that any students who may be 
asymptomatic and test positive do not return to the Academy to help us maintain the integrity of our 
bubbles and will stop students having to self-isolate if they are a positive close contact. 
 
And finally… 
 

This half term we say goodbye to Mr. McGinty who has been successful in securing his own Headteacher 

post within our own Trust, E-ACT. Rob has been a part of TEAMTOAN for 3 years covering a variety of 

roles during his time with us. I’m sure you will join us in wishing him the best of luck in his new role. 

It’s not easy being the headteacher but it is the best job in the world! 

Stay safe and look after yourselves and your families.  

Best wishes, 

 

 

 

Rachael Hallam 

Headteacher 
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