
 

Thursday 11th February 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

I hope that this email finds you and your family well. 

During this academic year our year 9 students will be selecting their optional subjects for GCSE. This is an exciting time for 
students as they make important decisions about their studies and it is these decisions that they make during this process 
that unlock the opportunities for their Key Stage 5 courses and beyond. At The Oldham Academy North, we pride ourselves 
in offering our students the opportunity to follow the English Baccalaureate (EBacc). 

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is not a qualification in itself but a group of GCSE subjects that are highly recommended 
by the Department for Education. The EBacc includes academic subjects highly valued by Russell Group universities as it 
includes a core of five academic subjects: mathematics, English, history or geography, the sciences and a language.  While 
your child may not have decided on their future career path yet, choosing the EBacc at GCSE gives them access to a full 
range of employment options when they leave secondary school and the broad knowledge that employers are looking for. 

Alongside the EBacc pathway we also offer a range of other qualifications including both academic and vocational GCSE 
options to support students who still wish to go on and achieve qualifications that will open the doors for the future 
education and employment. 

Next half term students will be given the guidance and information they require to select the subjects they wish to study in 
Years 10 and 11.  The option process will begin after the February half term, starting with their options assembly Monday 
22nd February 9.00am via Microsoft Teams. Ordinarily, we would invite parents, carers and students to school to hear 
presentations about the various subjects’ students may choose for their Key Stage 4 learning. Due to the Covid 19 
pandemic, we are not able to host this event this year. We have produced a video for each subject along with student 
videos which will be available on our Website from Tuesday 23rd February 2021 to aid you in making the best possible 
decisions. Staff are also available to students to answer questions and give advice on the most appropriate courses for each 
individual. Timeline for the GCSE options process:  

Students receive an introductory assembly to explain the process. 22/02/2021 9.00am 

Options forms are emailed to students [this will be to their @theoldhamacademynorth 
email].  Subject videos will be available on the website to support the decision process. 

23/02/2021 

Deadline for students to complete their option form 01/03/2021 

If you have any questions regarding this process please contact either Miss Bowdell or Mr McGinty via  

OPTIONS.TOAN@e-act.org.uk 

 

Kind Regards, 

Miss Bowdell 
Assistant Headteacher:Quality of Education Impact 
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