
7th December 2020 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

 

I wanted to take an opportunity to wish you all the best over the upcoming festive period and into a new year.  

This year has been difficult for many people and I wanted to acknowledge the hard work, support and dedication 

that staff, students and families have gone above and beyond with since I took over as the Headteacher of our 

wonderful academy, in January 2020. 

Our mission is to ensure that all of our students leave us ready to succeed and, as an Academy, we are moving 

forward at pace, in making this mission a reality. I make no apologies for our relentless drive on our high standards 

and high expectations of all students and I thank everyone for their support in making sure your children are with 

us on this journey. 

Covid Update 

Covid-19 has impacted all of us in ways we have never experienced and I am thankful that we have been able to 

remain open and fully-functioning to make sure we give students the education and support they need every day. 

I know, at times, it has been frustrating to have children sent home as part of a bubble or that technology hasn’t 

always worked but I do know that as part of what we do, our provision is of exceptional quality. Having contacts 

across other schools in Greater Manchester and beyond, I know that we are doing more than many other schools 

to maintain as much normality as possible. I’m sure you will join me in wanting to say thank you to my staff for 

making this possible. 

In January, we will continue working in the same ways that we have since September 2020; students will remain 

in their year group bubbles, have their own entrances and exits and continue with the staggered start and finish 

times. We will continue to follow the Government guidance to the letter on distancing, hygiene and curriculum 

offer.  

In the first week back after the holiday, all students will receive a bottle of hand sanitiser to keep on their person 

through the school day. This has been kindly donated to us from an external company through the E-ACT Trust. 

We want to ensure that students have excellent hand hygiene and can use this when they see fit during the day. 

Please encourage them to bring this to school as part of their equipment, along with their face covering and regular 

equipment every day. As we have communicated several times, we cannot provide face coverings as we do not 

have an endless pot of money. As per the National Guidance, all children over the age of 11, must wear a face 

covering in a communal area in school, please help us to make sure we are compliant with this by sending your 

child to the Academy with this piece of required equipment. 

Over the festive period, it is still important to let us know if any of our children test positive for Covid. We still need 

to track and trace back to the last week in the Academy to let other students and their families know if they also 

need to self-isolate as a positive contact. As the Academy is closed, please can you email me directly: 

TOAN.Headteacher@E-ACT.org.uk and I will ensure that we contact the families who may be affected.  
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Oldham Foodbank 

This half term we have been working with the Oldham Foodbank as our nominated charity, we will be sending this 

donation to the foodbank on Friday 11th December and we want to make it our biggest donation ever to support 

those in need over the holiday period. So far, we have collected approximately 60 boxes of food – this is a 

fantastic effort but we want to go further! I have personally donated at least 120 items – instead of sending 

Christmas cards to 120 staff and I have asked the staff to follow suit. Any extra help or donations that you can 

help us with will be greatly appreciated. Any of the items listed below would be greatly appreciated and can be left 

in the trolley in main reception or placed in the boxes in form rooms: 

• Any long-life items • UHT milk • Sugar 

• Tinned fish • Rice • Noodles 

• Fresh bread • Cooking sauces • Tinned fruit 

• Toilet rolls • Tinned rice pudding • Tinned custard 
 

On Friday 11th December, it is National Christmas Jumper day. To further support the Oldham Foodbank as our 

charity, we are asking students to wear a festive jumper or t-shirt (please note, this is NOT a non-uniform day, 

it is purely a t-shirt / Jumper, if you do not have a festive-style garment, please choose one of a festive colour. 

Non-uniform days present an unnecessary burden on families and, at this time, we do not want to add to that 

pressure. Please ensure your child is wearing their Academy uniform, with the exception of a festive t-shirt or 

jumper. In exchange for this, we are asking that all students bring in an item from the above list or any other non-

perishable foods to donate to those who are in need this holiday. 

Academy Food and Catering 

I have recently been working with our Academy catering provider, Aspens, to improve the food on offer that 

students get and I am pleased to share with you the new menus which will be on offer from January 2021. A lot 

of time and work has gone into this project as I am passionate about making sure our students only get the best, 

healthy foods. I was unhappy with the food on offer previously and am pleased to say that the new menus will 

provide fresh, healthy and nutritious meals for all of our children, every single day. I have attached the new menus 

to today’s letter and hope that you share my enthusiasm for them. All students will be able to choose from any of 

the foods on offer, in all of our current dining spaces. I really hope the students will see the difference! 

Last Day Arrangements 

Finally, I wanted to give you advance notice that students will finish on the last day, Friday 18th December 2020, 

slightly earlier than our usual end time. Students will have an extended break and therefore will be able to get 

something to eat and drink before they leave. We will, of course, be staggering the end of the day and students 

will leave through their own exits, to ensure our bubbles do not mix. Finish times will be as follows: 

Year Group Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

Finish time 12.05pm 12.10pm 12.20pm 12.25pm 12.15pm 

 

Students will return on Tuesday 5th January 2021 at their usual times for reintegration. 

Communication to Parents – SIMS App 

As always, the best way to keep in touch with everything in the Academy is through our SIMS Parent App. If you 

have not yet signed up, please get in touch with us through TOAN.Enquiry@E-ACT.org.uk. We have almost 1000 

users signed up but are still not covering everyone. Any urgent information, details about detentions, achievement 

points, attendance and behaviour can all be viewed through the app. As we move into the colder months, this is 

also where we will communicate any information about closures due to adverse weather, so please make sure you 

sign up to get the most up to date information.  

With warmest wishes and regards,  

 

 

Rachael Hallam 
Headteacher 
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