
Wednesday 21st October 2020  

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we come to the end of the first half term of this academic year, I want to say a huge thank you for 

your continued support. We find ourselves in unprecedented times and we know that it hasn’t been 

easy to send your child back to the building. I do hope you feel we have kept everyone as safe as 

possible whilst ensuring high-quality teaching takes place every day. 

The Academy Day 

We have been able to make some changes to our academy day structure which I hope you will see are 

to further support staff and students’ safety and wellbeing. We have worked with our external catering 

company, Aspens, to secure further food service points which means that we can move from the current 

three breaks and lunches back down to two, whilst ensuring that students remain safe. This will mean 

that the structure of the Academy day goes back to our original structure with our one-hour lessons 

throughout the day.  

There are no changes to the staggered start and end times to the day, as you can see below: 

 

 

 

  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Tutor            

9.15 - 9.30

Period 1            

9.30 - 10.30

Period 1            

9.30 - 10.30

Period 1            

9.30 - 10.30

Period 1            

9.30 - 10.30

Period 1            

9.30 - 10.30

Break       

10.30 - 10.45

Break        

10.30 - 10.45

Break       

11.30 - 11.45

Break          

11.30 - 11.45

Break       

11.30 - 11.45

Period 3         

11.45-12.45

Period 3        

11.45-12.45

Period 3         

11.45-12.45

Period 3          

11.45-12.45

Period 3         

11.45-12.45

Lunch         

12.45 - 1.15

Lunch          

12.45 - 1.15

Lunch              

1.45 - 2.15

Lunch             

1.45 - 2.15

Lunch             

1.45 - 2.15

Tutor              

3.15 - 3.30

Tutor           

8.30 - 9.30
Tutor            

8.45 - 9.30
Tutor            

9.00 - 9.30

Tutor                 

3.15 - 3.45
Tutor              

3.15 - 4.00
Tutor              

3.15 - 4.15

Period 2            

10.45 - 11.45

Period 4       

1.15 - 2.15

Period 4       

1.15 - 2.15

Period 5     

2.15 - 3.15

Period 5           

2.15 - 3.15

Period 2            

10.30 - 11.30

Period 2            

10.30 - 11.30

Period 2            

10.30 - 11.30

Period 2            

10.45 - 11.45

Period 5     

2.15 - 3.15

Period 5           

2.15 - 3.15

Period 5           

2.15 - 3.15

Period 4      

12.45-1.45

Period 4        

12.45-1.45

Period 4        

12.45-1.45



 

Page 2 of 3 
 

Remote Learning 

We believe that every student should be entitled to a high quality education and we understand that 

the Covid-situation has brought about some disadvantages for students who need to self-isolate. As 

we continue to work within these Covid-restrictions, we have also started to move to a new home 

learning platform to make sure that no child is disadvantaged by having to work from home.  

From Tuesday 3rd November 2002, all staff will be live-streaming their lessons through MS Teams and 

through the specific classrooms that have been set up. This will mean that if your child is self-isolating, 

they can still access the lessons live throughout the academy day. If you do not have access to a device 

in order to do this, please get in touch with us and we will be able to provide you with one should your 

child have to self-isolate. MS Teams also means that students can access all of the resources and ask 

any questions as the lesson takes place, as they would in a classroom. 

All students have been shown how to access MS Teams within the Academy, we have spent time 

teaching them how to log on, giving them their log in details and class codes. Like with our previous 

model, all of this information will be on the Home Learning tab on the Academy website but you can 

always get in touch with Heads of Year or Heads of Faculty if you have any questions. 

Wellbeing for all 

So that I can further support staff and students and owing to the level of challenges we currently face; 

I want to ensure that all staff and students are supported with their mental health and wellbeing. It is 

with this in mind that after half term, on FRIDAY ONLY, students will leave the academy earlier. 

Students will have their lunch and then leave for the weekend. This means that they can spend more 

time with their loved ones or complete any extra work on Teams, should they choose to but in doing 

this we want to make sure they have enough time to relax and support their own wellbeing too. This 

will also mean that staff have extra time to plan high-quality lessons and provide feedback on work so 

that our students can make excellent progress through the curriculum. 

Students will leave as follows, on Friday, through designated exits, so we maintain our bubble structure: 

Y7: 1.10pm Y8: 1.15pm Y9: 2.00pm Y10: 2.10pm Y11: 2.00pm 

 

Please ensure that if you collect your child, you arrive at the correct time above from Friday 6th 

November 2020. 

Saying Goodbye 

You may have heard that one of Oldham’s longest-serving teacher, Mr Mike Fox, has decided it’s time 

to hang up his paint brushes and take his retirement. Mike has worked at TOAN (and previously Grange 

School) for over 30 years, dedicating his whole career to us by teaching thousands of children across 

Oldham. I’m sure you would want to pass on your best wishes to Mike as he takes this new path in life. 

We wish him all the best and will be eternally grateful for everything he has done for the Academy and 

the children of Oldham over the last 30 years. 
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Ways to be in Touch 

Please don’t forget, the most efficient way to be in touch with us is through the SIMS Parent App. You 

can send and receive messages this way and get in touch about absences, see achievement and 

behaviour points and even whether your child has a detention that day. 

All Heads of Year and Heads of Faculty have their own dedicated email addresses that you can use to 

be in touch too. We have also appointed some fantastic new reception staff who are also able to direct 

your call when needed. 

Once again, I want to say thank you for your continued support. I know that it has been a difficult time 

since we returned but we are committed to making sure that every child gets the very best education 

possible so that they leave us ready to be successful when they leave us. 

Please remember, if your child displays any of the symptoms of Covid – a persistent cough, loss of 

taste or sense of smell or a high temperature – you keep them off school and you book a test. Please 

do not send your child to school if they have had a test, until you receive a negative result. All further 

guidance for this can be found on the Gov.uk/coronavirus website. 

Over the half term break, we still need to be made aware of any positive cases within the 

community so that we can advise other students and staff who may need to self-isolate. 

Please can I ask that you continue to let me know via my email address, if your child tests 

positive for Covid at any point over the holiday: 

TOAN.Headteacher@E-ACT.org.uk 

Please have a restful half term, look after yourselves and each other and we look forward to seeing 

your child again, at their usual time, on TUESDAY 3rd NOVEMBER 2020. 

Best wishes and warmest regards 

 

 

 

 

Rachael Hallam 

Headteacher 
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