
 

 

 

 

Admission Arrangements 
2021/22 

 

 

E-ACT (the “Academy Trust”) is the admissions authority for The Oldham Academy North. 

The Academy Trust will comply with the requirements of the Funding Agreement, the School 

Admissions Code and the Admission Appeals Code, and recognises that its ‘relevant area’ is 

Oldham Council since this is the local authority area within which the Academy is located. 

 

 

 

 

 

Date of Approval: September 2020 
Date of Review: September 2021   

 
Unless there are legislative or regulatory changes in the interim, this policy will be 
reviewed annually as per the Admissions Code. Should no substantive changes be 
required at that point, the policy will move to the next review cycle.  
Where the admission arrangements have not changed from the previous year there is 
no requirement to consult, subject to the requirement that admission authorities must 
consult on their admission arrangements at least once every 7 years, even if there have 
been no changes during that period. 
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Academy context 

The Oldham Academy North is based in Royton in the authority of Oldham Council. 

Our Published Admission Number (PAN) is 300 for Year 7.  The maximum PAN for each year 

group is: 

• 300 students in Year 7  

• 300 students in Year 8   

• 300 students in Year 9  

• 240 students in Year 10  

• 240 students in Year 11  

1380 Total academy PAN 

 

How to apply for a place 

Arrangements for applications for places at The Oldham Academy North will be made in 

accordance with Oldham LA Co-ordinated admission arrangements and administered by the 

council.  

There will be a national closing date for applications announced each year and can be found 

on the LA school admissions website (www.oldham.gov.uk/schoolsadmissions).  The date is 

usually the 31st October of each year.  Parents/carers can change their order of preferences 

as many times as they wish up to the final closing date, after this all changes of preferences 

will be processed after the offer of places on 1st March 2021. 

 

Admissions Criteria 

Applications for children with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) or a Statement of 

Special Educational Need are made by the Local Authority SEN team (change the name of the 

team as relevant to the LA). The placement of such children is made after a process of 

consultation between parents, the Academy and the Local Authority. Children with an EHCP 

(or a Statement of Special Educational Need) receive priority over others for admission to the 

school named on their Plan (or Statement). 

 

Oversubscription Criteria 

If there are fewer applicants than there are places available for Year 7 entry in September 

2021, everyone who applies will be offered a place.  

Sometimes, however, there are more applications for our Academy than there are places 

available. This is described as oversubscription. If there are more applicants than there are 

places available after the admission of pupil with an Education, Health and Care Plan or 

statement of special educational needs naming the school, the following criteria will be 

followed, in order, to determine who will be offered a place: 

 

http://www.oldham.gov.uk/schoolsadmissions
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1. Students with an educational health and care plan (EHCP) where The Oldham Academy 

North is referred to, will be offered a place in accordance with the Education Act 1996.   

2. A child looked after (CLA) e.g. Children in public care, fostered under an arrangement by 

the Local Authority or previously looked after children.  

3. Students whose siblings currently attend the school and who will continue to do so on the 

date of admission.  

4. Nearest school: Students for whom The Oldham Academy North is the nearest in a straight 

line, taking into account other local state secondary schools.  

5. Admissions of students on the basis of proximity to the school using straight line 

measurement from the academy to a point at the student’s home.  

 

Tie-breaker 

Should it be necessary to distinguish between applicants with equal priority within any of the 

above criteria, children will be prioritised in proximity order, with those living nearest the 

school being admitted first. The distance is measured as a straight line from the child’s home 

address to the school property measured between the two central data points of the home 

postcode and school post code. Measurements are calculated using Geographical information 

System mapping software based on Ordnance Survey and Postcode data.  

 

Twins, Triplets and other children of multiple births 

In the case of twins, multiple births or siblings in the same age cohort and where there is only 

one place available in the academy, both will be considered together as one application.  The 

academy will be authorised to exceed its Published Admission Number by one. 

 

Split residence 

Where a child stays with another parent for part of the week, further enquiries may be made 

in order to determine where the child is permanently resident.  

 

Late Applications 

Late Applications and changes after the closing date Application forms must be received by 

Oldham Council’s published key dates. Applications received after the closing date will be 

considered as late applications and will be processed after places have been allocated to 

applicants who applied on-time. However, in very exceptional circumstances applications 

received after the closing date may be considered as on time. Applicants who consider they 

have exceptional circumstances that prevented them applying between applications opening 

in September and published closing date should provide independent written evidence 

explaining why the application was late no later than 5pm, 10 working days after the closing 

date. Additionally, any changes to the application (e.g. order of school preference or change 

of preferences) received after the closing date will be treated in the same way as late 

applications. 
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Changes of Address after the closing date  

Changes of address will only be considered after applicants are resident at the new address 

and evidence to demonstrate this has been supplied. Applications will not be processed from 

an intended future address except in the case of Crown servants and UK service personnel. 

Evidence must be received by no later than 5pm, 10 working days after the closing date for 

the new address to be used when processing the application and calculating home to 

Academy distances. Any change of address evidenced after no later than 5pm, 10 working 

days after the closing date will not be included until after national offer day. 

 

Notification and acceptance of places 

This is the timeline of notification and acceptance and the onus is on the person making the 

application to a notify Oldham Council to accept or decline the offer: 

www.oldham.gov.uk/schoolsadmissions 

 

Waiting Lists  

Waiting lists are not maintained on a 'first come - first served' basis. Waiting lists are kept in 

the priority order as explained in the oversubscription criteria. Places are offered from the 

waiting list throughout the year. When a place becomes available, it is offered to the first child 

on the list and if it is accepted all other children will move up the list. Children may also move 

down the waiting list if another family, with a higher priority under the oversubscription 

criteria, ask for their child’s name to be added to the list. Applicants, who ask for their child’s 

name to be placed on the waiting list for another school, after a school place has been 

allocated, are indicating they prefer this school to the Academy. If at a later date a place is 

offered from the waiting list, this new offer will supersede any previous offer, which will then 

be withdrawn. 

Lists will be maintained throughout the school year. A child’s position on the waiting list does 

not depend upon the time they have been on the list but will be determined by how they 

meet the oversubscription criteria. This means that a child’s position on the list can go down 

as well as up, depending upon the child’s circumstances and those of other applicants. The 

waiting list will be closed each year and will not roll over. A new application will have to be 

made for a new academic year. 

 

In-year applications 

Applications received outside the normal admissions round will be considered in line with the 

oversubscription criteria. A place will be offered at the Academy provided there is a vacancy 

in the appropriate year group. The address used to process the application will be the address 

where the parent and child normally live and they must be living there at the time of 

application. Admission of one child to the Academy does not give a right of admission for 

brothers or sisters, if places are not available for all at the same time. 
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Applications can be made by applying to Oldham Council. Once the application is made, the 

Academy will allocate a place as per our oversubscription criteria when a place becomes 

available. Please note that you will need to accept the place within 5 days or your will lose the 

offer of a place and considered to have declined a place.  

Please note that you may be asked for further proof if applying under medical/social needs 

etc. You will be placed on the waiting list and places will be allocated as they become available 

and prioritised according to our over subscription criteria. 

 

Appeals Procedure 

Parents can choose to appeal against the decision of the Academy Trust not to offer their 

child a place at the school. Oldham Council administer any admissions appeals on behalf of 

the Academy Trust. To appeal against the decision not to offer their child a place, parents 

must complete the appeal forms that are available on the Council’s website 

www.oldham.gov.uk  To be considered in the first round of appeals, the notice of appeal must 

be received by the Council by their specified date. The appeal will be heard by an independent 

appeals panel constituted and operated in accordance with the School Admissions Appeals 

Code. Parents will receive written notification of the date and time of their appeal hearing, 

which they can attend to explain their case. If they wish, parents may be accompanied by an 

adviser or friend. Following the appeal, the Clerk to the appeals panel will write to parents 

with the decision. 

 

Fair Access Protocol  

The Academy complies with Oldham Council’s Fair Access Protocol (FAP). The purpose of the 

FAP is to ensure that, outside the normal admissions round, unplaced children who fall into 

the specified categories are offered a place quickly, so that the amount of time any child, 

especially the most vulnerable, who remains out of education is kept to a minimum. The FAP 

will only be used once the in-year admissions process has been exhausted. 

 

Admission contact details 

Academy contact: Mr McGinty (Deputy Headteacher) / Ms Jones (Admissions Lead)  

TOANAdmissions@e-act.org.uk 

LA contact: School Admissions Team:  0161 770 4213  ecs.pupils@oldham.gov.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oldham.gov.uk/
tel:01617704213
mailto:ecs.pupils@oldham.gov.uk
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Appendix 1 

Definitions 

Distance 

Distance is calculated by the straight line measurement from the applicant’s home address 

location to the centre point (‘centroid’) of the preferred school. (All measurements are 

subject to prepositional accuracy changes.)  On entering the address into the admissions 

system, the address is PAF (Postal Address File) matched against address-point data held in 

the system. When an address is PAF matched, the system looks up a six-figure grid reference 

(e.g. 123456, 123456) for that property known as an Address-Point Location Co-ordinate 

(APLC). Each property has a unique APLC. 

The straight line distance from this address point to the centroid (a six-figure grid reference) 

is then calculated to the nearest 0.001 mile. The PAF file held by Oldham Council is supplied 

by Royal Mail and is updated quarterly. 

 

Home Address 

A child’s home address is defined within Oldham Council’s admission arrangements as being 

the child’s normal place of residence, and excludes any business, relative’s or child-minder’s 

address. Where there is a formal residence order or child arrangements order which states 

that legal custody is equally shared between parents/carers, then it is up to them to agree 

which address to use for the purpose of making a school place application. 

If legal custody is not equally shared, the address of the parent with the majority of custody 

will be used. If there is no formal agreement in place the address at which any Child Benefit 

is claimed will be used.     

An address of convenience is considered to be an address used for the purposes of gaining a 

school place which is not a child’s normal, permanent residence. The normal permanent 

address is considered to be where the child resides for the majority of the school week and 

where the child’s primary guardian normally permanently resides. 

Oldham Council will investigate if the main carer of the child still possesses a property that 

has previously been used as a home address, Oldham Council will also investigate if we 

suspect an address has been used solely or mainly to obtain a school place when an 

alternative address is still owned and available to them. In cases such as this, renting out the 

owned property would not deem it unavailable to the family. 

 

There are no set criteria which define and confirm an address of convenience. It is for the 

admission authority to determine if, on the balance of probability, the address given on an 

application is the child’s normal, permanent address. Some examples of when an address of 

convenience may be considered are as follows: 
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An applicant applies from an address where the child does not permanently reside, for 

example a relative’s address. 

A family rents a property, or live with relatives temporarily, and use this address in order to 

gain a school place, whilst retaining ownership of an alternative property. In cases such as 

this, the property which is still owned by the family would normally be considered as the 

appropriate address to assess admission from, even if this property is not currently being 

occupied by the family. 

Where residence is split between two parents living at alternative addresses, an application 

is made from the address where the child does not spend the majority of the school week. A 

court order should be present which specifies the living arrangements. If residency is truly 

split equally, then parents must decide which address to apply from and only apply from one 

address. 

Oldham Council has a duty to investigate any possible fraudulent application or undertake 

any spot checks it feels necessary. Whilst investigations are on-going, the current status of 

your application and any relevant school place offered will be unaffected. Oldham Council 

may withdraw the offer of a place if it is discovered that false information has been supplied. 

Giving false information could lead to prosecution. 

 

Children who are looked after or were previously looked after 

A looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being provided 

with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions (see 

the definition in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989). This includes children who were 

adopted under the Adoption Act 1976 (see section 12 adoption orders) and children who 

were adopted under the Adoption and Children’s Act 2002 (see section 46 adoption orders). 

Child arrangements orders are defined in s.8 of the Children Act 1989, as amended by s.12 of 

the Children and Families Act 2014. Child arrangements orders replace residence orders and 

any residence order in force prior to 22 April 2014 is deemed to be a child arrangements 

order. Section 14A of the Children Act 1989 defines a ‘special guardianship order’ as an order 

appointing one or more individuals to be a child’s special guardian (or special guardians). 
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Medical or social needs of the child 

If there are medical reasons that make it essential for your child to attend a particular school, 

you must provide supporting information from a doctor together with any other relevant 

information by the deadline this must make a compelling case as to why your child's needs 

can only be met at the preferred school, a medical condition in itself will not automatically 

result in a place at your preferred school.   The evidence should explain exactly what the 

child's needs are, and what specialist support and/or facilities your child requires.  The 

evidence should also explain why other schools could not provide the appropriate support for 

your child 

If there are social reasons that make it essential for your child to attend a particular school, 

you must provide independent evidence from a professional who is supporting your family.  

The supporting evidence needs to set out the particular reasons why the school in question 

is the most suitable and the difficulties that would be caused if the child had to attend another 

school. The evidence should also explain exactly what the child's needs are, and what 

specialist support and/or facilities your child requires. The evidence should explain why other 

schools could not provide the appropriate support for your child 

 

Sibling 

Where children live as brother and sister in the same household they are treated in the same 

way as siblings for admissions purposes. This includes a child’s brother or sister, half brother 

or sister, adopted/foster brother or sister, step brother or sister living in the same family unit 

at the same address. It does not include cousins or other extended family members who live 

in the same household. In the case of twins, triplets and other multiple-birth children, if one 

child can be offered a place in the school, other multiple-birth children will be allocated a 

place in the school. Where twins are concerned and one twin has a Statement of Special 

Educational Needs or Education, Health and Care Plan that names the school the other twin 

will be treated as having a sibling link for that academic year. 

 

Parent  

This means the parent who has parental responsibility as defined in the Children Act 1989, or 

the person in the household who is defined as a parent for the purposes of Section 576 of the 

Education Act 1996. This could include a person who is not a biological parent but who has 

responsibility for her or him (such as a child’s guardians) but will not usually include other 

relatives such as grandparents, aunts, uncles etc unless they have all the rights, duties, powers 

and responsibilities and authority, which by law a parent of a child has in relation to the child 

and their property. 


