
 

Friday 18th September 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

I hope you are all safe and well. 

As we move into the middle of this first half term, I wanted to get in touch with some updates happening 

within the Academy over the coming weeks.  

Firstly, I wanted to thank you all for your support with the return of students to the Academy. I appreciate 

that this has been an anxious time, but I know that everything that we have put in place has supported a 

fantastic return. Students have returned focused and ready to learn and I have been overwhelmed by the 

endurance that they have shown. 

As we continue to follow the Government guidance, ensuring we can track and trace students internally within 

our bubbles, that students are wearing a face covering in our communal areas (unless they are medically 

exempt) and that they have good hand hygiene, it’s important that you are also supporting us with this too. 

Your child should attend with their own face covering and ensure they are socially distancing on the way to 

and from the Academy building. Greater Manchester Police have been in touch with us about moving large 

groups of students on from shops and areas within the locality and we need to all support the measures to 

ensure we are supporting the community in Oldham. 

Home Communication: 

As you know, we are moving to new ways of working to make sure you are kept up to date, faster and more 

often, we have invested in the SIMS Parent App which you are able to download to your phone or tablet 

device to keep up to date with Academy information. 

This year, the Academy will be using the SIMS Parent App as our main source of communication to you. The 

App allows parents to see a range of information including information on timetables, detentions, achievement 

and behaviour points, your child’s progress and key events.  

Information about the app has been sent in ALL communication since March, through phone calls during 

lockdown and parents have been sent a number of e-mails with instructions of how to sign up to the App with 

a unique code, including on the end of year reports from last academic year.  

We are reissuing the e-mail with this information on Monday morning of every week to the e-mail address we 

have on our systems for parents. If you haven’t already done so, please click on the link in the e-mail and 

follow the setup instructions.  

From the 30th September we will not be using the text message service and all detentions will 

be communicated via the App. Key updates and messages will be sent out through the App, so 

it is crucial that parents have signed up by this point. 

If you have not received an email then contact our data manager for support via this email address only: 

OldhamParentApp@E-ACT.org.uk 
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Home Learning: 

I appreciate that if your child is being asked to self-isolate it is frustrating, but we have to ensure that we are 

following the Public Health advice. It is vital that your child is logged on to their Google Classroom every day. 

They must be completing the assignments and work set by their own class teachers who will provide feedback 

for them. 

If you are unsure about Google Classroom, all of the codes and a handy information booklet can be found on 

the Home Learning Tab on the Academy Website: 

https://theoldhamacademynorth.e-act.org.uk/useful-info/home-learning/ 

Students have also been given new knowledge organisers for this year. These are excellent tools for memory 

recall and revision of information for each subject that your child needs to learn and know to be able to 

progress through the curriculum. If your child does not have one, they will need to buy a new one at a cost 

of £3. This MUST be completed through the Parent Pay app, we cannot accept cash on site. All families have 

received a log in for Parent Pay but if you need further support, please contact your child’s head of year, 

through the app or via their direct email address: 

TOANYear7@E-ACT.org.uk 

TOANYear8@E-ACT.org.uk 

TOANYear9@E-ACT.org.uk 

TOANYear10@E-ACT.org.uk 

TOANYear11@E-ACT.org.uk 

Parents’ Evening: 

At the present time it is unlikely that we will be able to run our usual parents’ evenings. However, you will 

still receive the usual progress reports and our staff will be using the time we spend at parents’ evening to 

call you about the progress your child is making over each half term. We hope you will find this a more 

beneficial use of staff time and that you find the calls useful. If you want further information about specific 

subjects, you can get in touch with the heads of Faculty as below: 

TOAN.PE@E-ACT.org.uk 

TOAN.Spanish@E-ACT.org.uk 

TOAN.Humanities@E-ACT.org.uk (for History, Geography and RS) 

TOAN.English@E-ACT.org.uk 

TOAN.Science@E-ACT.org.uk (for science, technology, Computing and Engineering) 

TOAN.Maths@E-ACT.org.uk 

TOAN.Art@E-ACT.org.uk (For Music, Drama, Photography, Fine Art, Ceramics and Graphics) 

Car Parking: 

Please can I remind parents and families about sensible parking if you are picking up/dropping off students. 

There is NO PARKING at the Academy; the turning circle is only a quick pick up and drop off point. We get 

daily complaints from residents of the local community about cars blocking streets and driveways. Please be 

considerate about this.  

There is a carpark at St. Anne’s Park and another on the opposite side of the road at Clayton Fields, which 

is always empty from 3.15pm onwards. We MUST ensure the safety of our children and if we deem it 

necessary, we will lock the turning circle to protect all of our children. 

Best wishes, 

Rachael Hallam  
Headteacher 
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