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Dear parents/carers

I hope this bulletin finds you 
and your family healthy and 
well. 
 
We find ourselves in 
uncertain times but I want to 
reassure you that myself and 
my TOAN colleagues have 
continued to do all we can to 
ensure continuity of learning 
and care for all of our wonderful students. 

Our teaching and support staff are working tirelessly to 
ensure that our home learning offer is the very best that we 
can provide and behind the scenes both our Senior 
Leadership Team and Middle Laders are working hard to 
ensure the Academy is ready for learning for when we 
reopen. Even in this current climate we will, as always, have 
high aspirations and expectations of our students.

Today marks the start of the traditional Easter holidays but our 
‘Cluster School’ with Royton and Crompton Academy is still 
open for the most vulnerable students and the children of key 
workers over the Easter period, including the Bank Holidays, but 
following the Government guidance of staying at home is the 
most important message we can deliver to you.

Our students should use the Easter holidays to relax and have 
some down time, however, we have staff working on a rota basis 
who are available to respond to work completed and give feedback, 
should your child wish to continue with their studies over the break. 
The on-line Academy work through Google Classrooms and our 
Home Learning pages will be back open for business on Monday 
20th April. 

Mrs Hallam
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To keep up to date with TOAN NEWS, please check out our Facebook 
and Twitter pages which are updated daily.  Another source of 
information is our website, pages such as home learning, useful 
information and safeguarding may be of particular use to you.

If you have not signed up to our parent app, get in touch at 
TOAN.Enquiry@e-act.org.uk you need an email address and a log in 
will be sent to you by our Data Manager. This is the best way to get 
information quickly and communicate with the Academy. 

  Home Learning

Staff are continuing to work hard at providing relevant work for 
students to complete at home. All students have access to a 
range of work that can be accessed through Google Classrooms 
on our home learning page on the website. 

There are also guides for parents/carers and a FAQs sheet, to 
support you all.  I appreciate it can stressful working from home 
yourself and home schooling – it is important NOT to put too 
much pressure on yourselves. Any learning undertaken will be 
of benefit to your child, and keeping up a learning routine will 
ultimately help them settle back into school life.

If you do not have access to the internet for your child or they 
do not have access to a device to access the internet, please 
do get in touch with us, we can offer alternative support and 
provision for them.

Social Media Platforms

@OldhamAcademy

 
Once we are the other side of this health crisis, we will look into the 
possibility of rearranging some of the events we had planned, including 
arranging leavers hoodies for you. We are aware that things may seem 
very uncertain at the moment and are sure that some of you will have 
questions and concerns around GCSE exams and plans for after Year 
11.  Our Careers Adviser, Andrew Lord is still available to provide 
support and can be contacted via email or telephone: 

andrewlord@positive-steps.org.uk 0161 652 2428.  Alternatively, you 
can contact a Careers Adviser through the Positive Steps website: 
www.positive-steps.org.uk

We are waiting for further information from the Department for 
Education about the qualifications process for GCSEs, as yet nothing has 
been released so as soon as we get this, 
we will be in touch.

Year 11
We had to say a hasty farewell to our wonderful year 11 
students, and although the next few months look very 
different to what you were expecting, we’re sure that your 
hard work throughout your time with us will see you succeed 

in the next part of your journey.



Year 9 Options

 Welfare Calls

Thanks

During the next two weeks, staff will be working on complet-
ing the option selection process for year 9 students, Year 9 

students will receive a letter to confirm their choices for study in 
Year 10 and Year 11, this should be with you in week beginning 

20th April 2020. There will be information in the letter if you are not 
happy with your choices and what you can do about it.

Free School Meals

Drama and Music students have been working hard 
this term rehearsing for our school performance of 
Annie Jr. We witnessed a taster of their work in our 
Christmas show, when a number of the cast 
performed a fantastic rendition of ‘Hard Knock Life’ 
and we were so excited to see more. Whilst it’s of 
course unlikely that we’ll be able to go ahead with the 
performance as planned in July, we would like to 
celebrate all the commitment and effort that the 
students have put in and we hope to be able to 
reschedule the show at a later date. Performing Arts 
teachers say that they have witnessed some real talent 
developing, and have been proud of the student’s 
dedication to learning lines, songs and dance routines, 
particularly those who have never stepped foot on stage 
before. A number of the cast were being rewarded with a 
trip to London this May to watch some West End musicals 
and pick up some tips from the professionals and whilst this 
has also had to be cancelled, it is an opportunity that Mr. 
Hobbs and Miss. Cross will make a priority next academic 
year.
 
A huge well done and thank you to the cast of Annie Jr and 
Watch This Space!

Drama & Music

To ensure that our outstanding safeguarding and pastoral provision 
continues during our closure time, our pastoral team are working 
hard to contact every single student at least once every two weeks. 
The staff member will speak to both parent and child, this is also 
an opportunity for you as parents/carers to ask any questions 
you may have.  Please be aware that some of these calls may 
come from private numbers. If they cannot get through to you, 
they will send an email and try again the following day.  

We continue to provide daily grab bags from our 
Royton & Crompton site for all FSM students should 
they wish to collect them.  This includes on days 
that would have traditionally been academy 
holidays and bank holidays.
 
With regards to the government voucher 
scheme, we are awaiting a link from the third 
party who are running this on behalf of the 
government.  Once we have this link we will be in a 
position to send the link out to all eligible parents. 
The £15 weekly voucher will be sent via email with a 
link to your preferred supermarket choice, chosen by 
the Government. If we do not have a working email 
address for you, please get in touch so that you do 
not miss out on the funding available to you.

If you are not in receipt of FSM but believe you could be 
entitled to, please contact  
www.oldham.gov.uk/info/200231/education_grants_a
nd_allowances/161/free_school_meals 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank 
you for the kind words we have received from our TOAN 
community. These messages mean a lot to everyone at 
TOAN who is working extremely hard to keep educating 
our children. 

Please be reassured that we will still be here to 
support children and families wherever we can in the 
coming weeks. 

As teachers, support staff and a community, we 
came into the profession because we love seeing 
our children making progress, learning and 
enjoying themselves – we all miss our amazing 
students and are looking forward to seeing them 
soon! Feel free to get in touch on our social media 
pages to update us with what you have been up 
to and cheer us all up – you may have seen our 
Y11 boys’ Toilet Roll Challenge and the staff 
response to that on our Twitter feed, if you have 
any ideas for other ways to challenge the staff, 
let us know! 

They will be really happy to hear from you!

Lastly, as well as supporting your child’s 
learning, I would also encourage you all to 
spend time having fun as a family and just 
enjoying spending time together.

www.theoldhamacademynorth.e-act.org.uk

 


