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Background Information Key Characters Key Vocabulary 
1. Shakespeare lived in the Elizabethan era 
2. Shakespeare was born in 1564 
3. He was born in Stratford-upon-Avon 
4. His family were affluent and sent him to a good 

school 
5. Shakespeare had to work very hard at school and 

studied about twice as much as students do today. 
6. Shakespeare studied ancient Greek and Roman 

myths and history at school 
7. The ancient Greeks and Romans lived about 2,500 

years ago 
8. A Midsummer Night’s Dream is set in ancient Athens 
9. Shakespeare set A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

hundreds of years before the time he was writing 
10. Ancient Athens was cultural and ordered but could 

also be severe.  
11. Groundlings were poor people that watched plays 

in Elizabethan England 
12. Groundlings would have horrible jobs, including 

shifting waste across the city 
13. The poor enjoyed bear baiting, gambling and the 

theatre for entertainment 
14. There was a large difference between the rich and 

poor in Elizabethan England 
15. Conditions were unsanitary in large towns and cities 
16. Shakespeare’s plays were held at the Globe Theatre 

in London 
17. Women weren’t allowed to act so the female roles 

were played by men. 
18. Shakespeare used trap doors and other effects to 

make the plays dramatic. 

Theseus is the duke of Athens.  He is a strong and 
strict ruler of the city. Affluent  

Hippolyta is Theseus’s bride.  She was a fearless 
warrior. To influence 

Hermia is Egeus’s daughter who is in love with 
Lysander. Myth 

Lysander is in love with Hermia and runs away to the 
forest with her. Severe 

Demetrius wants to marry Hermia and is disgusted by 
Helena’s love for him.  Soliloquy 

Helena is Hermia’s friend who is desperately in love 
with Demetrius. Unrequited 

Oberon is the king of the fairies who controls the love 
potion. Melodrama 

Titania is the fierce queen of the fairies who falls in 
love with Bottom when the love potion is put on her. Conflict 

Bottom is a weaver and actor who has his head 
turned into a donkey.  Titania falls in love with him 
when she is under the love potion’s influence. 

To mock 

Puck is Oberon’s mischievous servant who puts the 
potion on people’s eyes. Chaos 
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Literary Heritage Tasks – complete these tasks at home to support your learning: 

 Write an essay in response to the following question: 
o How does Shakespeare present Egeus as a cruel and unloving father? 

 Write a love letter from the perspective of one of the lovers to the object of their affections 
at any point in the play. 

 Research life in Ancient Athens and Elizabethan England – what are the similarities and 
differences? Make a poster, leaflet or information booklet to show your findings. 

 

Mastery Writing Tasks – complete these tasks at home to support your learning: 

 Write a story inspired by this image: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Describe a character who has unusual hair. 
 

For extra support with your learning, like videos, extracts from the play, quizzes and model 
answers, log onto Google Classroom using the codes on the front of this booklet. 


